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CAVERSHAM — NEW PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Grievance 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan) [9.09 am]: Today I rise to grieve to the Minister for Planning, who represents 
the Minister for Education in this house. This is a very serious issue for a number of residents in my electorate, 
particularly those in the Caversham area. The issue concerns the requirement that a new school be built as soon 
as possible to service one of the biggest growing areas in my district and the metropolitan area. The Minister for 
Planning well knows that the Swan urban growth corridor is a fast growing corridor in our metropolitan region. 
It is estimated that more than 30 000 people will move into the corridor in the next five to 10 years; indeed, 
a number of people have already moved in. In addition to the existing suburb of Caversham, the corridor 
includes a number of new suburbs and estates, including Dayton and Brabham. We are seeing enormous growth 
in that area. Of course, as part of that growth, we need new primary schools. The “Swan Urban Growth Corridor 
Sub-Regional Structure Plan” highlights approximately five new primary schools that are required for that area, 
and a new high school. Land has been set aside through the planning process and, in the Caversham district in 
particular, the land has been bought. I want to talk particularly about the Caversham district. In some cases, it is 
called south Caversham, but it is actually Caversham; it is that area south of Reid Highway that abuts the 
Swan Valley planning area and includes new estates such as Taylor, Brookleigh and a number of other new 
estates that are now opening. Of course, there is also the existing residential subdivision—the Bennett Street 
estate—that has been there for a number of years and has approximately 650 households. All data shows that 
there is significant growth and a significant number of people living in the area. Our figures show that there are 
at least 1 500 households already in the area, and that it is growing exponentially. As I said, a number of new 
schools are required. In the lead-up to the last election, I did an analysis to try to ascertain, as a local member, 
which school would be the first that needed to be built to service the growing area. All the statistics showed that 
the new south Caversham school was needed straightaway; it was the first school that needed to be built. As 
I said, the corridor needs about five new schools, but the population growth and the growing estates required that 
south Caversham was the first new school that needed to be built. 

WA Labor committed to building a new school in south Caversham. As I said, it was statistically the best place 
to build the first school. It was also anecdotally where a huge number of families were moving in each week. We 
made it a priority and committed to it at the 2013 election. Straight after the election, I asked the government 
whether any land had been purchased for a new school in the area. As of 21 May 2013, no land had been 
purchased, and no land had been purchased in February last year. It was with great delight that, in the 
2014 budget, the state government recognised that this area needed a school as soon as possible and it committed 
to building a new school in that area. The land was set aside; it is there waiting for a new school. The Premier 
and the Minister for Education’s budget media statement from 2014–15 basically stated that funding was set 
aside for new primary schools announced in Alkimos, Baldivis, Caversham, Ellenbrook, east Landsdale and 
Harrisdale. It stated that the Caversham school would be completed for the 2017 year. I want to make it clear 
that this was a budget announcement; the funding was allocated in the 2014–15 budget to build a school. 
Obviously, the process that the Department of Education went through recognised that a new school had to be 
built. As I do, I then asked questions about the completion date and how construction was going for that school. 
Noting that the new school was announced in May 2014, I was shocked when I asked a question about the 
construction timetable for this school and the Minister for Planning representing the Minister for Education said 
that there were no current plans to establish a new primary school in the locality of Caversham. 

A few months after the government announced in a media statement that it was going to build a new school in 
Caversham, I asked how it was going, and the answer was that there were no plans to build a new school. This 
has left families in the lurch. The handling of this has been deplorable. There was no communication to residents 
that the school was no longer going ahead and developers are still advertising that the new school will be built. 
Parents have been told by the minister that they can use existing East Beechboro Primary School or 
Caversham Primary School, which is a fair way away, north of Reid Highway. Parents who ring the existing 
Caversham Primary School are told that they are no longer in the catchment. Even the minister has misled them 
on this issue; parents have basically been lied to. We have also been told that this is an area that is attracting 
older people; it is not. There are an enormous number of young families who need that school as soon as 
possible, not in 10 years. They need it now because those children will be going to kindergarten and year 1 in 
a couple of years. I ask the government to please, please reinstate the school. It is a massive area. Primary 
schools should be the bread and butter of government; it is the basic stuff that it should be getting right. The 
government cannot leave families in the lurch for years, because once families decide where they will send their 
children to school, if there is no local primary school, the area will lose them forever. We want a local school 
where kids can walk to school and where families can have a decent education in a good, growing area. I ask the 
minister and the government to please reinstate this new school. 
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MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Planning) [9.16 am]: I acknowledge the concerns that the 
member for West Swan has raised and I agree that there has been in recent years and there continues to be 
significant growth in the population of new housing in the Caversham area, as there is in other parts of the 
metropolitan area—that aspect is relevant to what I will say in a moment. To provide some background, new 
primary schools are usually identified two years in advance of opening to ensure that the most up-to-date 
enrolment and housing development information is available. In the case of the Caversham area, however, due to 
the government’s consideration of schools to be identified for delivery via a new public–private partnership 
arrangement, the schools proposed for the PPP were identified three years in advance of opening. Caversham 
was therefore identified earlier than would normally have been the case if a PPP arrangement was not being 
considered. Obviously, a new primary school in south Caversham was one of those schools identified at the time. 
Initial analysis of the existing Caversham Primary School based on the 2013 enrolment data indicated that the 
school would reach capacity in 2016. However, further analysis carried out in November 2014 revised the 
student projections for Caversham Primary School in 2016, which means that there will be adequate 
accommodation and another new school is not required in the near term. That is based on the analysis and the 
advice of the Department of Education. 

Ms R. Saffioti: Families have been told that they cannot send their kids to Caversham Primary School, so that 
analysis is irrelevant. That is what has happened on the grounds that parents have been told that these families 
are no longer in the Caversham Primary School catchment because Dayton, which is north of Reid Highway, has 
grown so much that they are all going to the existing Caversham Primary School. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: I am sure the minister’s office will take that on board, but there is — 

Ms R. Saffioti: I think they should. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: There is another alternative as well, which I will come back to. Where growth is also 
occurring, a further assessment of enrolments and housing developments identified that West Byford Primary 
School was a higher priority for relief than Caversham Primary School simply based on population growth. 
I agree that there is significant population growth in the Caversham area, and there certainly is in the Byford 
area. We have only to drive down Thomas Road and South Western Highway to see that. 
Ms R. Saffioti: Why did you put it in the budget? Obviously, the analysis drove the minister to put it in the 
budget in the first place. 
Mr J.H.D. DAY: Obviously, I was not involved in the detail, but, as I said, it was identified as a possible 
location for a PPP arrangement, so it would not have been a capital allocation — 
Ms R. Saffioti: Yes, it was. 
Mr J.H.D. DAY: I presume it was an allocation of capital funds. 
Ms R. Saffioti: Yes, it was. 
Mr J.H.D. DAY: It was, was it? Obviously, sometimes adjustments have to be made based on more up-to-date 
and precise information. That appears to be what has happened here. The development of a new primary school 
in south west Byford would provide significant relief to West Byford Primary School. Therefore, a school for 
south west Byford replaced the primary school at south Caversham for the PPP. Although there is continued 
growth in the areas surrounding Caversham Primary School, I am advised that it will have sufficient 
accommodation for all students from its local-intake area, which covers Brabham, Caversham, Dayton, 
Henley Brook and West Swan, in the near future. The residential developments of Brookleigh, Taylor, 
Suffolk Park and Balwyn private estates fall within the optional catchment area of East Beechboro and 
Caversham Primary Schools. Based on this advice, there are two options available. 
Ms R. Saffioti: Sorry, minister, but that advice is wrong. 
Mr J.H.D. DAY: Is the member saying that they do not have access to East Beechboro Primary School? 
Ms R. Saffioti: That states two schools, Caversham and East Beechboro. But they do not have access to 
Caversham. 
Mr J.H.D. DAY: From what I am advised, East Beechboro is clearly an option. Students residing in those 
developments have the option to attend either of those schools. 
Ms R. Saffioti: Minister, why did the government buy the land? 
Mr J.H.D. DAY: Obviously, a school will need to go there at some stage. The question is when and when it 
comes onto the list of priorities relative to all the other priorities across the state. The projected enrolments for 
East Beechboro and Caversham Primary Schools indicate that those schools will be able to accommodate the 
growth in student numbers generated by the residential development in Caversham and Dayton in the near term. 
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Although there are no immediate plans to establish a primary school in south Caversham, the situation will 
continue to be reviewed regularly in the context of statewide priorities, as any government has to do. 
I indicated in the debate on the education motion in this chamber yesterday that the government certainly has not 
been backward in constructing new schools around the state. About $3.5 billion has been spent on public school 
infrastructure since we have been in government. Last year’s budget allocated a further $1.16 billion over 
four years for further capital works. Between 2009 and 2015, the government opened 28 new primary schools, 
nine new secondary schools, 13 replacement schools and 1 199 new classrooms. Between 2016 and 2018, the 
government will open an additional 12 public primary schools and two public secondary schools, taking the total 
number of new schools opened by this government since 2009 to 51. It is a very high priority of the government; 
there is no question about that. 
Several members interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms L.L. Baker): Member for West Swan and Minister for Transport! 
Ms R. Saffioti interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for West Swan, I call you for the first time. 
Mr J.H.D. DAY: I acknowledge that there are needs in Caversham. Clearly, there will need to be a new school 
at south Caversham at some stage; the question is when, relative to all the priorities around the state. As I just 
indicated with the figures I read out, the government has allocated a large amount of capital to new schools since 
it has been in government. We have had a debate in this house all this week about borrowing money, and a lot of 
taxpayers’ money has gone into investment in new schools. 
I acknowledge the concerns raised. It is valid for the member to raise them and reasonable for her, as a local 
representative, to advocate for her community. I am sure the member’s concerns have been noted by the 
minister’s office and the Department of Education, and relative to all the other priorities across the state, south 
Caversham will get a new school at some stage. 
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